f^v'%4 Murder Convictions 
A Of 7 Klansmen Upheld 


NEW ORLEANS, July 17 
(UPI)— ’ The U.S 5th Circuit 
Court of Appeals today upheld 
the conviction of seven Missis- 
sippi Ku Klux Klan members 
involved in the 1964 murders 
of three civil rights workers. 

The Klan members were 
among 18 the Justice Depart- 
ment charged with "conspir- 
ing to injure, threaten, op- 
press and intimidate” the 
three slain men — Michael 
Schwemer, James Earl Cha- 
ney and Andrew Goodman. 

"We find ample proof of 
conspiracy and each appel- 
lant's complicity in a calcu- 
lated, cold-blooded and merci- 
less plot to murder the three 
men,” the Circuit Court said. 

The seven were Billy Wayne 
Posey, Cecil Ray Price, Horace 
Doyle Barnette, Jimmy Snow- 
den, Jimmy Arledge, Alton 
Wayne Roberts and onetime 
Imperial Klan Wizard Sam H. 
Bowers Jr. 


They brought a complex ap- 
peal before the court, raising 
several legal points, errors in 
trial procedure and lack of ev- 
idence in their trial. 

In its 26-page ruling, the 
Court said that there was 
ample, "in fact, overwhelming, 
untainted evidence that the 
defendants conspired together 
to have Price, a deputy sher- 


iff, arrest Schwerner, Chaney 
and Goodman.” ' 
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would intercept them (the 
three civil rights workers) and 
kill them; and that each was 
present at and participated In 
the murder of the three men 
and the disposal of their bod- 
ies by burial 15 feet beneath 
the top of an earthen dam 
deep in the woods.” 


